HOUSING
means to individuals living in Moscow, I have attempted to
analyse the overcrowding under different grades.
Grade L Houses where there is more than 12 square
metres (120 square feet) per head. These may be called
luxury flats on Moscow standards. I have described the
new flats we were shown by the Mossoviet; in two cases
flats of about 75 square metres are occupied by families of
four, or nearly 20 square metres per head. I was told by
authorities, both in the Mossoviet and in the government,
that the present policy is to build large flats and let them
to single families. I believe that the number of people
occupying these luxury flats is at present insignificant; it
will increase substantially if the Mossoviet perseveres in this
policy.
Grade IL Accommodation from about 8 to 12 square metres
(80-120 square feet) per head. Mainly occupied by leading
workers: architects, scientists, engineers.
There seem to be a considerable number of flats of this
sort, partly flats built co-operatively by a group of pro-
fessional men, partly flats built by factories for their leading
workers.
Though the ordinary worker is supposed to have only
9 square metres per head, leading professional workers are
allowed an additional 10 square metres, so that a married
couple may have 28 square metres, if they can get it! All
the people of this class whom I saw had either one or two
rooms, mostly in a small flat so that they only had to share
their bathroom and lavatory with one other family* If the
area they succeed in getting exceeds the permitted amount^
they pay three times the rent on the excess area. I met
several foreigners who were living under Moscow conditions
typical for this class, and although they did not like it, they
did not suggest that it was interfering seriously with their
efficiency. But it must be remembered that they had an
average of perhaps 12 square metres per head as against the
general average of Moscow of only 4-5 square metres.
A typical flat of this type was as follows: a living-room of
20 square metres, a bedroom of 16 square metres, a small
passage, small lavatory and bathroom, and a kitchen of
about 5 square metres. In this were living a married couple
with a daughter of three. The cook was sleeping on a
folding bed in the kitchen and considered herself lucky to